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of teenagers

FAST FACTS
Academic Progress and Recovery 

50% 8%
more than

Source: New York Times

said public K–12 
schools were doing 
a fair or poor job

said public K–12 
schools were doing 
an excellent job

of teenagers

20%

Source: EdChoice

report that their 
students are 
progressing very well 
academically

of teachers
14%

Source: EdChoice

report that their 
students are 
progressing very well in 
emotional development

of teachers
17%

Source: EdChoice

report that their 
students are 
progressing very well 
in social development

of teachers

92%
are concerned about students’  
ability to meet grade-level standards
Source: NCES

of school 
leaders

60%
Source: New York Times

said pandemic learning 
loss was a problem

of teenagers

22%

Source: EdChoice

say they feel positively 
about the direction of 
education across the 
country

of American 
adults

31
Source: ERS

Number of states where students have 
recovered to pre-pandemic levels

in mathin reading

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/29/upshot/teens-politics-mental-health.html
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
https://nces.ed.gov/whatsnew/press_releases/4_16_2024.asp
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/29/upshot/teens-politics-mental-health.html
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
https://educationrecoveryscorecard.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ERS-Report-Final-1.31.pdf


| THE STATE OF THE AMERICAN STUDENT: FALL 2024

FA
ST

 F
A

C
TS

15

Economic Impacts

Absenteeism and 
Student Engagement

$31 potential cost in future gross domestic 
product of pandemic learning loss

trillion

of students

students report

20%

7/10

50,000 
were chronically absent during the 
2022-23 school year in 36 states (out 
of 42 states plus Washington, D.C. 
included in the data)

that all or most of their peers are bored in class

estimated to still be missing from any 
kind of U.S. school as of Fall 2022

students

Source: Hoover Institution

Source: FutureEd

Source: EdChoice

Source: AP

at least 

https://www.hoover.org/press/new-research-paper-sheds-light-us-learning-losses-during-pandemic-global-perspective
https://www.future-ed.org/tracking-state-trends-in-chronic-absenteeism/
https://projects.apnews.com/features/2023/pandemic-missing-students-school-enrollment/index.html
https://projects.apnews.com/features/2023/pandemic-missing-students-school-enrollment/index.html
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Enrollment Declines 
and the Fiscal Cliff

Opportunity 
Gaps

4,428 1 in 3

lost more than 20% enrollment between 
the 2018–19 and 2021–22 school years

hired more teachers while 
serving fewer students

U.S. schools school districts

Source: The74 Source: The74

54%

3%

35%

1%

with low Black and Latine  
enrollment offer calculus

in the number of rural 8th-grade 
students taking Algebra I between 
2019 and 2022

Source: U.S. Dept. of Education

Source: CPE & NSBA

Source: U.S. Dept. of Education

Source: CPE & NSBA

with high Black and Latine  
enrollment offer calculus

in the number of urban & suburban 
8th-grade students taking Algebra I 
between 2019 and 2022

of schools

drop 

of schools

drop 

https://www.the74million.org/article/exclusive-data-thousands-of-schools-at-risk-of-closing-due-to-enrollment-loss/
https://www.the74million.org/article/interactive-another-year-of-school-staffing-gains-as-the-fiscal-cliff-looms/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-education-departments-office-civil-rights-releases-new-civil-rights-data-students%E2%80%99-access-educational-opportunities-during-pandemic#:~:text=Approximately%2035%25%20of%20high%20schools,of%20Black%20and%20Latino%20students.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED628333
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-education-departments-office-civil-rights-releases-new-civil-rights-data-students%E2%80%99-access-educational-opportunities-during-pandemic#:~:text=Approximately%2035%25%20of%20high%20schools,of%20Black%20and%20Latino%20students.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED628333
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Mental Health and 
Well-Being

17.4 1.1
who have mental health needs

Source: McKinsey & Company Source: McKinsey & Company

who can receive services given schools’ 
current mental health provider capacity 

million K-12 
students

estimated estimated

million K-12 
students

3-4X

Source: USC

to also have high levels of 
mental health concerns 
compared to students 
who are seldom absent

more likely

36%

35%

Source: EdChoice

Source: EdChoice

report their mental health is  
better or much better since  
the pandemic started

report their mental health is  
worse or much worse since  
the pandemic started

of teenagers

of teenagers

chronically absent 
students are

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/what-it-would-take-for-us-schools-to-fully-recover-from-covid-19
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/what-it-would-take-for-us-schools-to-fully-recover-from-covid-19
https://cesr.usc.edu/documents/A_Nations_Children_at%20Risk_Insights_on_Childrens_Mental_Health_from_The_Understanding_America_Study.pdf
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
https://www.edchoice.org/engage/new-k-12-teacher-survey-indicates-morale-crisis-among-educators/
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